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Defining decolonising: dignity of difference*

Diversify the syllabus, canon, curriculum, infrastructure 
and staff

Decentre knowledge and knowledge production away from 
the global North

Devalue hierarchies and revalue relationality

Diminish some voices and opinions that have 
predominated, and magnify those that have been unheard

*beyond EDI/REC



Some context for ethics.

1.Attraction, inspiration and 
progression.

2.Mentorship, sponsorship and 
networks.

3.The culture of chemistry.
4.Funding systems and structural 

barriers. 
5.Global community. 
6.Leadership in the community, 

accountability and allyship.

https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/22-new-perspectives/talent/racial-and-ethnic-inequalities-in-the-chemical-sciences/missing-elements-report.pdf


• Issues of consent, surveillance, quantification
• Issues of position in institutions, disciplines and society for 

researchers and citizen scientists
• Issues of process/knowing, rather than outcome/knowledge

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674971721
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/chanda-prescod-weinstein/the-disordered-cosmos/9781541724709/
https://www.routledge.com/Epistemologies-of-the-South-Justice-Against-Epistemicide/Santos/p/book/9781612055459


On the intersection of ethical considerations with 
decolonising

1. Scope
2. Methodology/method
3. Human participants, including the researcher(s) (identify, 

approach/consent, withdrawal, protected characteristics)
4. Data management (access, openness, control)
5. Integrity and risk (vulnerability, sensitive research and 

harm)
6. Environmental concerns and research as extraction 

(modification, harmful)

Issues of exploitation, expropriation and extraction



Exploitation, expropriation and 
extraction: ethics and competition

• Who decides how and why information gets collected?
• Who does the collecting, sorting and quantifying?
• Who provides funding?
• What agendas, audiences, beneficiaries and historical/material legacies 

shape projects?
• Also, who is reviewing ethics, and what are their agendas?

https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2020/racial-discrimination-in-face-recognition-technology/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03187-3


https://www.engc.org.uk/standards-guidance/guidance/statement-of-ethical-principles/
https://www.engc.org.uk/standards-guidance/guidance/statement-of-ethical-principles/


Inclusivity – respect
Integrity – rigour
Leadership – responsibility

A focus on EDI?

How might this Diversify, Decentre, 
Devalue (relationality), Diminish?

https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/03-membership-community/join-us/membership-regulations/rsc-code-of-conduct-final.pdf


Is our approach to ethics relational?

• Different histories/cultures/beliefs.

• Acceptance and limits, including freedom of speech? What do 
we tolerate in any society.

• Historical and material process and change.

• The impact on different contexts.

• How do we negotiate this, or are values fixed forever?

• Is our approach to ethics asking people to assimilate to the 
majority or the mainstream? [Is this multi-culturalism or ethics 
as EDI?]



For an interdisciplinary, 
humane, and just ethics

https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/families-men-notorious-syphilis-study-speak-vaccination
https://getvaccineanswers.org/Legacy
https://www.tuskegee.edu/about-us/centers-of-excellence/bioethics-center


Managing risk: vulnerability, sensitivity, harm

• Does your research involve participants who are in a potentially 
vulnerable situation?

• Does your research focus on topics that may be regarded as 
sensitive? (e.g. UKRI note on gender, ethnicity.)

• Does the research involve invasive or potentially intrusive 
procedures?

• Does the research have potential to cause distress or discomfort 
to any member of the research team/involve lone 
working/involve international travel and/or travel to a potentially 
risky environment?

• Does the research involve data sharing of confidential 
information beyond the initial consent given?

• Does the project have the potential to cause environmental 
damage or harm?



Ethics, relationality, and ways of knowing

https://www.cbd.int/abs/
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/7/e048208
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-022-00761-4
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