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Image of the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures guidance page on 7 steps back/forward/aside

i. Some guiding 
principles for our 
time together

https://decolonialfutures.net/7-steps-back-forward-aside/


ii. Some historical 
orientation



This was the promise of transformation through 
concrete, material action at the level of society, 
predicated on the general assembly as a participative 
site of contestation and dialogue.

It was messy, open to interpretation, risking counter-
revolution and co-option, but it was also a site of 
potential and possibility.







A tale of dissolution: ideological and financial

I think in this movement of national conservatism, what we need more 
than inspiration, is we need wisdom, and there is a wisdom in what 
Richard Nixon said approximately 40, 50 years ago. He said, and I 
quote, ‘the professors are the enemy.’ (Vance, quoted in Hett 2025)

[t]he Trump administration’s approach to the policing of pro-Palestine 
dissent is ruthless, but not much more than that of universities like 
Columbia. (Shatz 2025)

University operating models may also need to evolve to become more 
effective and efficient… it also means hard choices about what 
universities should stop doing. (UUK 2024)



Image of the SOAS Liberated Zone for Gaza website homepage.

iii. Sharing our understandings of 
struggles against the University

https://soasliberatedzone.org/


‘I must begin // Begin what? // The only thing in the world that 
is worth beginning: // The End of the World, no less.’ (Aimé 
Césaire 1956/1969)

‘Our struggle is not for the University; it is against what the 
University has become.’ (Mike Neary 2011)

• How do you feel about the University?

• What stories do you tell yourself about the University, and 
why?



iv. Analysing the potential 
for alternatives



Image of the Open Library of Humanities article by Andre Pusey on Towards a University of the Common: Reimagining the University in Order to Abolish It with the Really Open University

https://doi.org/10.16995/olh.90


Image of a Framework for Co-operative Higher Education, from Mike Neary and Joss Winn's article in the Open Library of Humanities: Beyond Public and Private: A Framework for Co-operative Higher Education

https://olh.openlibhums.org/article/id/4443/


Image of the SOAS Liberated Zone for Gaza website homepage statement of intent.

Image of the SOAS Liberated Zone for Gaza website list of demands from SOAS management.

https://soasliberatedzone.org/
https://soasliberatedzone.org/about#demands


v. Founding principles for an alternative, beyond the university

Are these possibilities or experiments enriched by the Gestures 

offered by the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures collective?

What new questions about the future of the University might 

emerge?

What key questions do you wish to focus upon, perhaps which 

articulate a single, key starting point for your own praxis?

https://decolonialfutures.net/


Students in occupation in 2010 and 

encampments in 2024 drew our attention to 

this. They asked us to remember, bear 

witness, belong, tell stories, honour, in ways 

that are very different from those articulated 

by the professional and managerial class that 

dominates the institution (or the networks 

that they are embedded within).

We do not have to be dulled and distracted 

by a meagre existence, or to collude in 

numbing ourselves to a pathetic existence 

within a limited and limiting horizon.



The University is in crisis because it is the crisis.

Our desires must shift towards dissolution or sublation as a 
materialised, negative critique of the wrongness that we face; this is 
never simply destruction, rather a dissolving of bonds between things, 
such that they might be resolved through a new appreciation, or a new 
metabolic function. 
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