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To consider the possibilities and limits of 
decoloniality in (and of) the academy.

• Do we abolish and start again? If so, what 
are we abolishing? What are we starting?

• Can we (bear to) work within systemic 
limitations?

• What are our values in this? For what will 
we stand?



‘I must begin // Begin what? // The only thing in the world that is worth 
beginning: // The End of the World, no less.’ (Aimé Césaire 1956/1969)

‘Such is surrealist activity, a total activity, the only one that can liberate 
humankind by revealing to it the unconscious, one of the activities that 
will aid in liberating people by illuminating the blind myths that have led 
them to this point.’

‘And then I think also to tomorrow.’ (Suzanne Césaire 1943)

‘Our struggle is not for the University; it is against what the University 
has become.’ (Mike Neary 2011)

• How do you feel about the University?

• What stories do you tell yourself about the University, and why?



i. What stories do we tell ourselves about the 
University? Might we become in-excess of 
them? Might we curate a new archive?



Image of the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures guidance page on 7 steps back/forward/aside

Seven steps back from:
1. your self-image;
2. your generational cohort;
3. the universalization of your social/cultural/economic parameters of 

normality;
4. your immediate context and time;
5. familiar patterns of relationship-building and problem-solving that 

you have been socialized into;
6. the normalized pattern of elevating humanity above the rest of 

nature; and
7. the impulse to find quick fixes and expand your capacity not to be 

immobilized by uncertainty, complicity and complexity.

https://decolonialfutures.net/7-steps-back-forward-aside/


Image of the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures guidance page on 7 steps back/forward/aside

Seven steps forward (and/or aside) with:
1. honesty and courage to see what you don’t want to see;
2. humility to find strength in openness and vulnerability;
3. self-reflexivity so that you can read yourself and learn to read the 

room;
4. self-discipline to do the work on yourself so that you don’t become 

work for other people;
5. maturity to do what is needed rather than what you want to do;
6. expanding discernment and attention; and
7. adaptability, flexibility, stamina and resilience for the long haul.

https://decolonialfutures.net/7-steps-back-forward-aside/


ii. What stories do we tell ourselves 
about decolonising the University?

What is your understanding of 
decolonising?

How do you feel about decolonising?

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/tackling-racial-harassment-universities-challenged.pdf
https://twitter.com/AdvanceHE/status/1754807370641809896


1. Racial inequality in Britain originates from colonialism and 
processes/logics of coloniality.

2. Creating an anti-racist university which allows all to succeed, 
and celebrating the rich diversity and heritage of DMU.

3. Against deficit, blame and shame, recognising inequality 
reproduced by hegemonically/patriarchally.

4. This reproduces systemic disadvantage, which fails to recognise 
the rich history and world contributions of the global majority.

5. The challenge examines the everyday norms of university life, 
and requires all DMU staff and students to acknowledge and 
discuss the issues.

Decolonising DMU, working definition 2019

https://www.dmu.ac.uk/community/decolonising/index.aspx


Defining decolonising: dignity of difference*

Diversify the syllabus, canon, curriculum, infrastructure and 
staff

Decentre knowledge and knowledge production away from 
the global North

Devalue hierarchies and revalue relationality

Diminish some voices and opinions that have predominated, 
and magnify those that have been unheard

*beyond EDI/REC
DDMU Working Position

https://decolonisingdmu.our.dmu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2020/01/Decolonising_DMU_position.20.01.20.pdf


Colonisation: a material and historical relationship of exploitation and 
domination (generally nations/peoples).

Coloniality: the ongoing relations of (settler-)colonial injustice that 
continue to structure, permeate and pervade our lives today. Ongoing 
processes of exploitation, expropriation and extraction.

The coloniality of power, defining relations and forces of production, and 
flows of capital/surpluses beyond the strict limits of colonial 
administrations.

Coloniality survives colonialism: in knowledge, performance, cultural 
patterns, common sense, self-image and aspiration, in culture wars.

“In a way, as modern subjects we breath coloniality all the time and 
everyday.”

Maldonado-Torres, N. (2007). https://doi.org/10.1080/09502380601162548 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09502380601162548


Reciprocity commitments:

• interrupting modern-colonial addictions [of the consumption of knowledge, of 
self-actualization, of experiences, of critique, of alternatives, of relationships 
and of communities];
..

• dis-investing in desires for unrestricted autonomy, authority, certainty, control, 
protagonism, purity, popularity, superiority and validation.

• Creating space for accountabilities, for response-abilities, for exiled capacities 
and for deeper intimacies

Shared responsibilities in intellectual and affective labour: Relational; Trans-local; 
Pluri-vocal; Intergenerational; Experimental; Self-reflexive; and Improvisational.

Image of the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures website

https://decolonialfutures.net/shared-responsibilities/


Image of the Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures website

We are living off expired or expiring stories. 
Stories that expire can no longer dance with 
you. They are lethargic or stuck, they can’t 
move things in generative ways any more, but 
we often feel we cannot let them go. (Andreotti 
2021, xiv)

https://decolonialfutures.net/shared-responsibilities/


The perception of religious institutions as bloated, religious 
life as needing renewal/re-imagination, and spiritual 
communities as inefficient/ineffective

 ‘[f]or Cromwell, for his commissioners, for the regular 
communities and for the society that looked on, the 
narrative for a dissolution of monasteries was ready-made.’ 
(Clark 2021, 384)

iii. Is this a story of dissolving and resolving?



For Marx (1852), the Parisien proletariat moved 
against the National Assembly (1848/49) as one node 
in its wider revolutionary movement. It was seeking:

to negate its existence forcibly, to dissolve it, to 
disintegrate again into its constituent parts the 
organic form in which the proletariat was 
threatened by the reacting spirit of the nation.

A living, desiring, loving metabolic energy, able to help 
us to process or compost or sublate the piss and shit 
of this world.

A living, desiring, loving metabolic energy, able to help 
us to be in-against-beyond our social forms.



A neocon narrative of dissolution: ideological

we need wisdom, and there is a wisdom in what Richard Nixon said 
approximately 40, 50 years ago. He said, and I quote, ‘the professors are 
the enemy.’ (Vance, quoted in Hett 2025)

Trump could also easily expedite the approval of additional accreditors. 
These accreditors could provide a much more streamlined, cost-effective, 
outcomes-oriented paradigm than the existing set... Musk University? Thiel 
Technical College? (Eden 2024)

[t]he Trump administration’s approach to the policing of pro-Palestine 
dissent is ruthless, but not much more than that of universities like 
Columbia. (Shatz 2025)

Yarvin is calling for something simpler and more libidinally satisfying: to 
burn it all down and start again from scratch. (Kofman 2025)



Cathedral and its Academy:

• in thrall to emasculating, anti-capitalist and woke diversity strategies;

• academic life shapes ‘a quasi-religious structure that functions 
hegemonically to supress dissent’;

• what is needed are ‘hyper-neoliberal, technologically deterministic, 
anti-democratic, anti-egalitarian, pro-eugenicist, racist and, likely, 
fascist ideas’ (Burrows 2018).

[o]ur enemy is the ivory tower, the know-it-all credentialed expert 
worldview, indulging in abstract theories, luxury beliefs, social 
engineering, disconnected from the real world, delusional, unelected, 
and unaccountable – playing God with everyone else’s lives, with 
total insulation from the consequences. (Andreessen, 2023)



A neoliberal narrative of dissolution: financial

University operating models may also need to evolve to become 
more effective and efficient. This cannot just be about ‘doing more 
with less’.

Reform may open opportunities to do things differently and to focus 
on areas of real strength. This may create the impetus to try things 
that would otherwise have appeared impossible, or to collaborate 
where previously there was no reason to do so, resulting in a 
stronger sector.

But it also means hard choices about what universities should stop 
doing.

Opportunity, growth and partnership: a blueprint for change (UUK 2024)





• Abolition, sublation, dissolution: a critique of the relationship 
between the University and value (capital in motion).

• Labour understood as a social mediation must be confronted in 
anti-capitalist organising and not reified.

• This is a categorical analysis that recovers subjectivity and 
objectivity, pointing towards an emancipatory dynamic.

• The historical development of a differentiated totality gives 
grounds for decolonial, indigenous and social movement 
analyses.

• At issue is how to develop a useful critique of the social forms 
that erupt and are shaped in-and-against value, in order to 
germinate the communist world.



Rhodes Must Fall: The Struggle to Decolonise the Racist Heart of Empire ...

iv. Counter-narratives against 
what the University has 
become: being in-excess.

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/rhodes-must-fall-9781786993908/


Image of book cover: Maladies of Empire: How colonialism, Slavery and War Transformed Medicine, by Jim Downs

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674971721


The University is in crisis because it is the crisis.

Our desires must shift towards dissolution or sublation as a 
materialised, negative critique of the wrongness that we face; this is 
never simply destruction, rather a dissolving of bonds between things, 
such that they might be resolved through a new appreciation, or a new 
metabolic function. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5923-economy-occupation-economy-genocide-report-special-rapporteur


• Students in the SOAS Liberated Zone (2026) ‘organising to end our 
university’s complicity in Israeli apartheid, settler-colonialism and genocide’.

• Protests at Trinity College Cambridge calling for the College to divest from 
arms companies (Bratton 2025, Vall 2024), within an ongoing critique of its 
multi-sector investment portfolio.

• 12 British universities to pay Horus, a private firm run by former military 
intelligence officials, to monitor student and academic protesters 
(Walawalkar 2026).

At issue is whether this energy of protest might halt the authoritarian 
disintegration or dissolution of the University in the name of value, and 
instead reimagine intellectual work as a progressive, social-useful form.

Can this be done from inside-and-against the University, or is something more 
radical required? Image of the SOAS Liberated Zone for Gaza website homepage.

https://soasliberatedzone.org/


v. Narratives of acceleration: 
towards the singularity



‘higher education must serve the public good and, in times of trouble, 

must be reformed.’

Reform, not revolution: dissolving the institution as-is, because 

‘universities have brazenly, deliberately, and repeatedly violated their 

compact with the American people.’

Usurpations, abuses, evasions ‘have moved our society toward a new 

kind of tyranny—one in which ideology determines truth, and the 

university functions as a political agent of the Left.’ (ibid.)

Manhattan Statement on Higher Education (Manhattan Institute 2025) 



https://bylinetimes.com/2026/08/18/the-peter-thiel-linked-race-science-network-that-penetrated-cambridge-university-and-targeted-jason-arday/
https://www.ft.com/content/c2d02f83-a5a0-4c46-adad-1bd8b70b7ea1?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://blogs.mediapart.fr/stephanie-lamy/blog/240826/comment-un-reseau-d-elite-chasse-jason-arday
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-skills-and-research-as-35-universities-across-the-uk-partner-in-new-defence-alliance


being done with this vertical universalism that makes 
the West the measure of all culture and history, one that 
looms over, establishes, and dominates, in favour of a 
‘truly universal universal,’ as Souleymane Bachir Diagne 
imagines it, a universal that gathers, that listens, and 
that celebrates encounter.

Ferdinand, 2022, 244

decolonial ecology: to process (bridge) a double fracture 
– the separation of colonial history from environmental 
history, and the erasure of the Other or other histories

vi. a world-ship in the face of the Tempest?

https://www.politybooks.com/bookdetail?book_slug=a-decolonial-ecology-thinking-from-the-caribbean-world--9781509546220


‘Surrealism provided us with the necessary alchemy to explode 
the stifling confines of colonial rationality. It was never merely an 
aesthetic exercise; it was an indispensable weapon of liberation to 
resurrect our suppressed Caribbean consciousness.’

‘And then I think also to tomorrow.’ (Suzanne Césaire 1943)

Book cover of End Times Fascism by Naomi Klein, Astra Taylor

https://www.aaup.org/academe/issues/spring-2024/toward-cooperative-university-w-e-b-du-boiss-membership-aaup
https://www.minorcompositions.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/undercommons-web.pdf
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/480399/end-times-fascism-by-taylor-naomi-klein-astra/9780241816288


• an acceptance of the need to grieve the wrongness of the world, 
in order that we might enact a process of preguntando 
caminamos (asking, we walk)

• connecting struggles across social goods to resolve a new society

• our social forms/institutions are sites of struggle, contestation, 
and potential dissolution, because they contain resources (skills, 
ways of knowing and capacities or capabilities) that act as 
nutrients able to provide energy for catalysing new social forms

• dissolving or decomposing the University challenges the grounds 
of its fetishised intellectual work, commodified for the market: a 
metabolic interaction at the level of society

• an ecosystem of life that appears reimagined to accelerate 
capitalist social reproduction: is it possible to negate, abolish and 
transcend it?



My real movement to abolish the present state of things, as my life process:

• weaving life beyond value;

• connecting with the possibilities for integrating diverse struggles as a new 

universal and revolutionary subjectivity;

• activating a will to community beyond whiteness and its objectification of 

alienated labour;

• enacting a pedagogy of [being in] excess as a revolutionary science, beyond 

the violence of abstraction;

• centring contradiction, and negative critique of unfolding ontological 

categories, as generative and metabolic;

• desiring our reclamation of the general intellect of society, in order to resolve 

forms of mass intellectuality at the level of society; and,

• an acceptance of the need to grieve the wrongness of the world, in order that 

we might enact a process of preguntando caminamos (asking, we walk).



Date Governmental/policy/Reports Trade Union-related Acts of refusal and revolt (dominant) Acts of refusal and revolt (counter-hegemonic)

2005 Reinvention Centre

2007 Response to Lehman

2009 Browne Review Gaza sit-ins

2010 NCAFC Student occupations
#Occupy
Alternatives (e.g. ROU, SSC)

2012 The Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, with EIA 3Cosas Campaign of migrant workers at UoL

2014 Marine Warner: Why I Quit
Stefan Grimm: Imperial

2015 GE
Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act (LEO)

Rhodes Must Fall #feesmustfall
UCL: Why Is My Curriculum White?
UCL: Why Isn’t My Professor Black?

2016 Brexit Sara Ahmed leaves Goldsmiths
1752 Group Founded

2017 HERA
GE

Awarding Gap/EDI work

2018 Amended Plan 2 Schedule for Loans USS Pensions Strikes

2019 GE
EHRC Report on Tackling Racial Harassment

Four Fights Decolonising Work
Nicola Rollock: Staying Power

2020 Higher Education Restructuring Regime
Reducing bureaucratic burden in research, innovation and higher education
UUK Achieving stability in the higher education sector following COVID-19

UCU: Precarious work in UK HE #blm responses to George Floyd
Rent Strikes

2021 Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities Kathleen Stock/Freedom of Speech

2022 Plan 5 Loans List of precarious employees: 
Outsourcing at Surrey

2023 Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act.

2024 LLE
GE
UUK Opportunity, growth and partnership: a blueprint for change

QMUoL: UKHE Shrinking Gaza Encampments

2025 OfS Financial Sustainability Expulsion of Haya Adam at the School of African 
and Oriental Studies
Prosecution of students at the University of 
Leicester in 2025 for aggravated trespass

2026 International levy/Graduate Route
Universities Defence Alliance

Unison and UCU strike action Sussex wins Judicial Review Responses to Jason Arday and race realism

Other stuff of note
• No ASF delivered
• Role of OfS, CMA (regulatory and governance)
• Role of consultancies, policy wonks, venture capital, private equity, vendors (efficiency and finance)
• Ongoing restructuring, outsourcing, internationalisation, mergers, debt/bonds
• 11 secretaries of state for education
• Ten different individuals responsible for universities.
• Work of [INSERT NETWORK] Educators
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